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Implementing Buy American 

What is it?  A socioeconomic objective to increase domestic employment and improve capacity, revenue, and competitive advantage of U.S. industries.  Mandates a 

preference for procuring “domestic” supplies/products, construction materials, and in some instances services. 

 

How is it implemented?  Through proper inclusion of FAR or Agency Supplement provisions and clauses in solicitations and resulting contracts as shown below. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 2  Steps 3  4  5 6 

*TRADE AGREEMENT THRESHOLDS ARE REVISED IN THE FAR 

APPROXIMATELY EVERY TWO YEAR 

Can a Buy American Waiver be Applied due to Trade Agreements? 

No Buy American/Trade 

Agreement related Provisions 

and Clauses would be needed 

Use 52.225-1  

and 52.225-2 

Use 52.225-5  

and 52.225-6 

Is there a Buy  

American Exception?  

(FAR 25.103) 

a) Public Interest 

b) Nonavailability 

c) Unreasonable cost 

d) Resale 

e) IT Commercial Items 

Is the estimated 

dollar amount over 

the WTO GPA 

Threshold of 

$180K*? 

Is the estimated 

dollar amount above 

$25K? 

*Use 52.225-3 and 

52.225-4 

Basic –  

$25K – $180K  

Alt 1 –  

$25K – $50K 

Alt 2 –  

$50K – $80,317   

Alt 3 –  

$80,317 – $100K 

Use 52.225-1 

 and 52.225-2 

Use 52.225-1  

and 52.225-2 

Is the product found 

on the list of end 

products eligible for 

a trade agreement? 
NO 

Is there a trade 

agreement 

exception? 

(FAR 25.401(a)) 

1) Small business 

set-asides 

2) Arms, 

Ammunition or 

war materials 

3) End products for 

re-sale  

4) Acquisitions 

using FAR 8.6 

and 8.7 

5) Other 

acquisitions not 

using full and 

open competition 

YES NO NO YES 

YES NO YES 

YES 

OTHER CLAUSES: 

52.225-8 DUTY FREE ENTRY –FOR SUPPLIES OVER THE SAT THAT 

MAY BE IMPORTED INTO THE US AND FOR WHICH DUTY-FREE 

ENTRY MAY BE OBTAINED 

52.225-18 PLACE OF MANUFACTURE – IN SOLICITATIONS THAT 

ARE PREDOMINANTLY FOR MANUFACTURED END PRODUCTS 

NO 


